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Old Town—Rev. S. Dursorow. 


** A parish has recently been organized here; a beautiful lot has been 
procured for a Church-edifice, and arrangements are being made towards 
its erection. We shall probably need some little assistance before we will 
be able to complete it, free of debt. 

«The condition of the parish is as good as could be expected under the 
circumstances ; the interest in the services is continually increasing. The 
attencance upon Divine worship is large and regular, and the knowledge 
of our peculiar institutions is improving. 

‘** One great evil we have to contend with, is the almost entire absence of 
religious principle which prevails in a community where the sects have 
been predominant. Indeed, parents frequently avow their intention of 
bringing up their children without any particular religious bias, so that 
when they arrive at a suitable age, they may judge for themselves; not con- 
sidering the awful truth, that those who are brought up without any faith, 
‘are necessarily infidels, unbelievers. The false ideas of liberality also pre- 
vail here, when the term liberality is mere cant, supposing, as they do, that 
if they give any decided preference to one form of faith above another, 
they must needs be illiberal in their views. The tendency of this is, of 
course, to prevent them from receiving thorough instruction in the know- 
ledge of religious things ; what they hear at one meeting in the morning, is 
contradicted in the afternoon, and so on; their religion is a constant series 
of contradictions. The various congregations are constantly exclaiming, 


My leanness, my leanness,’ and endeavor to remedy the evil by revivals, 


when the only true remedy is for them to have a fixedness of mind and 
purpose. : 
“« The effect of our services is to produce a steady and regular feeling. 
1 
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This the Church is rapidly accomplishing ; while there is much to discour- 
age, there is also a great deal to encourage your Missionary"in his work. 
The field is a hard one, but by the blessing of God upon the means of his 
own appointing, we feel confident of final success.” * 


Melaware. 
Seaford—Rev. J. W. Hoskins. 


‘The Missionary needs to be in this station but a short time, in order 
to be convinced of the homely trath, ‘that it is easier to cultivate a new 
field, hitherto untouched, than to reclaim an old one, entirely worn out.’ 
He must labor with constant and untiring. diligence, and be content with 
small remuneration, whether temporal oz spiritual. Ignorance and preju- 
dice are the opponents with which he has to contend, and in proportion to 
the boldness of his efforts end the righteousness of his cause, is the in- 
crease of the opposition. The Church has been established here nearly a 
hundred years, and having been, for along time, destitute of an efficient 
ministry, and not provided with the spirit of modern progressiveness, she 
is far outstripped by newer, and less important, organizations. Uncom- 
mon efforts are now being made to remove a debt which has been clogging 
the progress of the cause at Seale for six years, and with a fair prospect 
of success. 

«The Committee will be surprised that this report contains no account 
of Sunday Schools; your Missionary deeply regrets that such is necessa- 
rily the case, for his own religious education was obtained from that 
source, and he well knows the strength and importance of that arm of the 
Church. He has entreated co-operation in regard to this subject, but 
without effect, for the reason that the members of the Church live out of 
town, three, six, and ten miles distant. This defect is partially supplied 


$ 


by a free intercourse between the minister and his people.” 7 
Mississippi. | 
2 ‘ 
Jackson—Rev. W. P. C. Jounson. , ” 


“The Missionary who was appointed to this station, on the 19th of | 
February, 1849, reports, that the present aspect of things is more favorable, 
as regards the future growth and permanent establishment of the Church 
in this parish, than at any former period. Stated services are held on 
every Lord’s-day morning, at the city-hall, and are well attended. Services 
were also held on Ash-Wednesday, and on Wednesday and Good Friday, 
in Passion Week. On all occasions of public worship, the number in at- 
tendance has been steadily increasing. Catechetical instruction is given 
to the children of the parish on the second Sunday in each month. The 
work on the new church-edifice, which had been somewhat delayed, was 

resumed a few months since. with commendable zeal and energy on the 
part of those concerned in its prosecution. 


“The church, (of the Grecian order of architecture,) now nearly fin- 
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ished, is convenient in all its arrangements, and will reflect credit on the 
taste and liberality of those engaged in its erection. 
“The Missionary acknowledges, with devout gratitude to Almighty 
God, the present tokens and manifestations of His grace, in the fruits of 
piety indicated, by a consistent walk on the part of some, and by a gTrow- 
ing and enlightened attachment to all the ordinances and institutions of our 
holy Church; and the hope is humbly entertained, that, by Gcd’s blessing 
accompanying his Jabors, ‘the seed sown in weakness, may spring up with 
power,’ and yield fruit with increase, to the glory of His holy name.” 


i - 


Dhio. 
Raccoon—Rev. Aprm. Epwarps. 


*‘T have, without omission, for the last six months, officiated twice on 
every Lord’s-day, with some few exceptious; once during the week, and 
sometimes twice. Our church is generally filled on Sunday mornings. 
Our afternoon services are not so well attended, owing to the distance that 
many of them had to come in the morning. Although our congregation ° 
is attentive to the means of grace, yet they seem to be satisfied with the 
hearing of the Word, instead of being doers of the same. I must acknow- 
ledge, with humility, that this station is not so prosperous and encouraging 
as I anticipated in my last report, owing, in a great measure, to sectarian 
principles and worldly-mindedness, which prevail among the old country 
people here. May the Lord remember us in mercy, and revive His work 
among us.” 


Pomeroy—Rev. T. B. Dootey. 


~ 


‘Your Missionary would from this station report, frem April Ist to this 
date, the following particulars: On the 24th April we had a visitation from 
our Bishop, when he consecrated our church, and held the holy rite of 
Confirmation. Eight were confirmed. Divine service and preaching is 
recularly held every Sunday at this station; and on the other week-days, at 
places through the county.” 


iad 


Sndiana. 
Delphi—Ruv. Enw’p Mager. 


‘*The station at this place subjects the Missionary to no ordinary test. 
During my time here, nearly twelve months—but particularly the last six, 
many, causes have concurred to retard our growth in number and spiritu- 
ality. I would instance my own case as co-operating no little to work out 
this result. 

“‘ Deeming the West, and chiefly this part of it, the best field of labor, 
because most in need, I resolved te obey the first call for my services, to 
prove both my indebtedness to the Church, and my zeal in spreading her 
catholic faith. As a Deacon, therefore, I have filled my ministry up to 


4 DOMESTIC. [January, 


this time. Add to this, the double consideration—that the Holy Com- 
munion has been administered but once (Feb.) to the members of my 
charge, fifteen in all, by the Rev. Dr. McCullough; and since his removal 
from this Diocese, there has»not been an acting Presbyter Mearer to us 
than at Madison, on the one hand, and Fort Wayne, on the other—nearly 
200 miles! and but only one Deacon! We have had no Episcopal visita- 
tion of our parish. In the month of May I preached a series of dis- 
courses, preparatory to the rite of Confirmation, which, upon our venerable 
Bishop’s repeated assurance, I gave notice would be held at the time spe- 
cified. We were disappointed. Some of the candidates, perhaps eight or 
ten, may yet be induced, upon learning the arrival of the Bishop, to re- 
ceive this apostolic rite. 

“T must not, at any sacrifice, allow this opportunity to pass, without 
alluding in firm, though respectful terms, to the injury which this parish, 
as a station of the Domestic Mission, has ‘sustained, in being denied its 
stipend. I claim for this matter especial notice. It is something, surely, 
nay, a great deal, for a few bold hearts, zealous in the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, literally to deny themselves and their families, that 
they may have the wherewithal to help our common cause—that, moreover, 
to save expense, they take upon themselves, in turn, the duty of a sexton, 
’ in all its drudgery, rather than once suffer the church to be closed-——and 
that, in fine, they bear up under every local discouragement, without being 
caused to suffer from a quarter pledged for its support. Helpless in its 
struggling infancy, there are but four, out of the fifteen, constituting our 
little flock, who contribute at all liberally, to sustain the Church here. 

“They are not able to be self-supporting. As for myself, my conscience 
acquits me, both as to my life as a man, and as to my life and works as a 
servant of Jesus. In season and out of season—in my parish, and out of 
it—for man, and for my Master, have I labored, and to my Master I look 
for a reward, Of this labor, an idea may be gathered from what is written, 
and also, from being obliged to preach fully the stated morning and eve- 
ning services unassisted, in my parish; and to hold a third service, every 
second Sunday, in places around—to conduct my Sufday School as super- 
intendant, and to aid in it as teacher,—to hold, moreover, a regular Wed- 
nesday evening service—sometimes on Friday morning—and also every 
evening in Passion Week. 

“The attendance upon Divine service is respectable—and, on Sunday 
evenings, large. Were the full means of grace within reach of this peo- 
ple, a very different result would be realized. It is by this we determine 
our growth; without it our growth cannot be ascertained—cannot be 
reported. 

* Our building stands much in need of repair, outside and in. Under 
the present depression in business, arising out of the failure of the wheat 
crop, this will prove a serious embarrassment to the parish.” 


Evansville—Ruv. C. A. Fosrzr. 


“The Missionary would state, that owing to the absolute necessity 
of his making an effort to provide for his family, his time has been so 
much occupied to that end, that he has not been able to keep the church 
open on any one week-day—nor will he be able to do so the coming wins 
ter, for he has accepted the Professor’s chair of Chemistry, in the Medical 
College of Evansville,—the duties of which, requiring an hour’s lecture 
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Nine times in two weeks, for four months, added to the preparation of /ser- 
vices for Sundays, will violently task his energies, both mental and physical. 
Although he dreads an injurious inroad upon his health, he is obliged thus 
to work, in order to feed his wife and children.” 


Fort Wayne—Reyvy. J. S. Lares. 


“JT have delayed my report a few weeks, in the hope of having the 
pleasure of giving you an account of a visitation by our new Bishop, and 
the consecration of our church. In this, however, I am disappointed. 
The delay in the consecration of the Bishop elect will now, most probably, 
prevent his visiting the diocese this winter. 

‘Since my last report, we have commenced and finished an addition to 
our chapel, which gives us double the amount of sittings. Service has 
been continued during all the time, with the exception of one Sunday, 
when severe sickness in my family detained me at home. The congrega- 
tion is gradually increasing—and, I trust, che time is not far distant, when 
we shali be able to sustain ourselves without any further aid from the Mis- 
sionary Board. I feel encouraged to hope that.I shall be enabled to an- 
nounce this in my next report.” 


Laporte—Rey. S. W. Manney. 


“The condition of the parish is about the same as at my last report. 
Nothing has occurred to interrupt the regular services of the Church; 
while here and there is one, affurding evidence that the seed sown has 
takea root, and sprung up, which, I hope, may bear some thirty, some 
sixty, and some an hundred fold, to the honor of our great Redeemer, and 
the benefit of His holy Church. To the best of my ability, I continue to 
labor in the cause of Christ, guiding the faithful, encouraging the feeble, 
and turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; but, I 
mnust confess, that sometimes J feel so much dispirited and cast down, 
owing to the inability of the Missionary Society to pay my salary, within 
any reasonable time after it has become due, as to think seriously of re- 
tiring from the Missionary field. May God infuse into the hearts of all 
His children a purer love and a more ardent zeal, for the extension of His 
Church and the salvation of our fellow-men.” 


Mishawaka—Rev. B. Hatsrran. 


“‘ During the past half year, I have continued to officiate every Sunday, 
with the exception of two, on which I was prevented by sickness. Since 
Trinity Sunday my ministrations have been almost.exclusively confined to 
this parish—both Bristol and Lima being now supplied with clergymen. 
Although no very marked change appears in the external condition 
of our parish, yet, as the Word and Sacraments are regularly min- 
istered, according to Christ’s. ordinance, God’s name, we hope, is thereby 
glorified, and doubt not that, by His blessing, the fruit will, in due time, 
appear. Our Sunday School continues in quite a flourishing condition, I 
Jook upon it as the hope of the Church. The children are, mostly, not of 
Church families, yet they take a very gratifying interest in the services, 
and constitute a large part of the congregation. I trust that many 
may here be trained up to become intelligent and useful members of 
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the Church militant, and finally participate in the blessedness of the 
Church triumphant.” 


New-Albany—Rery. J. B. Ramspe tt. 


“The entire period, since last report, has been spent at this station; 
excepting exchanges with the Rev. Mr. Chapman, who administered the 
Holy Communion, and: short visits to the Penitentiary, at Jeffersonville, 
five miles from this city, where your Missionary preached seven times, 
and also at Charlestown and Utica—in guing and returning, in the course 
of two or three days, and preaching twice in each place. 

‘*Morning and evening services, accompanied with a sermon at each 
period, have been performed on Lord’s-day, without any interruption. An 
influence, favorable in its character, has been operating unon those of other 
denominations ; and upon many respectable people disconnected with any 
society, in reference to the services of the Church, this influence, spiritual 
in its character, has had to operate against counter-influences, of the most 
strange and singular character. 

“A secular inflaence has been wielded against the Church, and by 
means of institutions of learning existing in this place, many favorable to 
the Church have been prevented from attending its services. Yet, not- 
withstanding these influences, several new communicants have been added 
to our number, a few have been added by holy Baptism; and the prospect 
of such increase, for the time to come, is indeed favorable. 

“There had been a steady increase in the attendance upon Divine ser- 
vice ; until now the congregation is settled in size and character, and on 
the Lord’s-day familiar faces are seen in the Church of God. 

‘Of the entire number of communicants, there is but one gentleman of 
wealth, the rest are poor, though, in many cases, very respectable. Some 
do not attend services as regularly as might be expected, and, perhaps, a 
strict exercise of discipline would decrease the number materially. 

‘““There are a number of candidates for Confirmation, waiting the visi- 
tation of the Bishop. 

“The Sunday School has decreased in numbers, both as regards 
teachers and scholars, owing to the excitement which pervaded this com- 
munity for the last six months in reference to that fearful disease, the 
cholera. 

“Thus reviewing the disadvantageous circumstances by which we are 
surrounded in this place, we confidently expect that. the Church will ulti- 
mately be permanently established. Our progress, it is true, is discourag- 
ingly slow, but, nevertheless, we believe it to be sure. The secret opposli- 
tion exerted against us, retards our advancement more surely, than open 
attacks could possibly, and the coldness of those who are with us, and not 
of us, prevents the approach of that day when the Church shall rise above 
every opposition, and assert her claims to be considered the visible embo- 
diment of the truth, in the midst of a wicked and perverse generation, 


But ‘ He that tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,’ is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge.” 


Richmond—Rev. G. Fiske. 


“Tam happy in being able to report some improvement in my parish, 
While the number of communicants is but little increased, there are many 
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candidates waiting to be confirmed. Our congregation is enlarged, and 
our Sunday School is always interesting. And now, that our charch-edifice 
is completed, and free of debt, I hope, so soon as we shall have recovered 
a litile from the great effort just made, to resign my Missionary appoint- 
ment. But when I resign it, another ought to be made for this county. A 
Missionary is greatly needed to go into the many towns and villages, where 
the population is more dense, than in any other section of the diocese.” 


Saundersville—Ruv. W. Vaux. 


“ Daty requiring some account of my labors during the past six months, 
I beg leave to say that, through the mercy of God, I have been able to fill 
all my appointments. And while | have been called upon more frequently 
to minister to the sick and dying, my own health has been good. In my 
home parish, we have been exempt from any fatal cause of cholera, although 
there has been much sickness, and four funerals. We have been steadily 
advancing, both in numbers and members; some having been added by 
removal. Our Sunday School has been re-organized, and, with a few effi- 
cient teachers, we have collected mcre than 40 scholars. I might truly 
say, the parish was never more dourishing, nor the prospects brighter than 
at present ;—perseverance is overcoming prejudice, and the barren tree is 
yielding fruit, under the influence of the appointed husbandry. As far as 
planting and watering goes, all is well; and I might indulge in cheering 
expressions ;—but, alas! the Eastern blight comes upon us as the fatal 
destroyer; and my own labors, like those of too many of my brethren, 
must yield to its potency. We live in strange times. It would seem that 
an age of miracles was expected, and we calculate accordingly. “The pro- 
phet’s ravens,—the wasteless barrel of meal, and the never-failing cruse of 
oil, -are to sustain the Western Missionary. The servants of the 


Church must labor, and——they must starve! They are the Church’s - 


beggars,—and they must be driven away from her door! But I for- 
get,—Missionaries may not complain !—yet, what shall we do? For my- 
self, I inust own that the Lord lias, from time to time, raised me up friends. 
My generovs Bishop, and other unknown Christians, have overloaded me 
with obligations ;—I almost sink under them. I cannot consent to in- 
crease them; and why should I? The Lord hath ordained, ‘that they 
who preach the gospel, should live of the gospel.’ I claim this right, and 
ask no more. It is denied to me as a Missionary,—-and I must seek it as a 
minister. . However heart-breaking it may be, and 1s, to abandon our fond- 
est hopes, and look upon the wreck of our toil-worn heritage,—it must be 
so now. My sorrowest sorrow has come, in the resignation of my humble 
Mission, which [ now respectfully tender, and ask its acceptance. I could 
add much,—but not for myself;—it is for the cause of Christ and the 
Church ;—it should cover the earth, and cause every desert to blossom, 
‘from the rising of the sun, even unto the going down of the samne,’—but 
the time is not yet. May He hasten it, and bring it to pass.” 


Bllinsis. 
Alton—Rev. 8S. Y. McMasrnmrs. 


“You are, doubtless, aware that our city has been severely scourged by 
cholera, in the course of the past season, Several of our best and most 
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reliable communicants have died, and several others have removed from the 
city. 

“ I have, at this time, but four of the communicants whom I found in 
this place on my first coming, three years ago; and while I write you, one 
of these is, to all appearance, in the very arms of death. 

“« Yet, in our dreadful affliction, it is manifest that the Church is taking 
strong hold in the place. ‘The time of the prevalence of the cholera was, 
indeed, a harvest to the Church, and many families are now regularly at- 
tending, who had never before been with us. Our services are far better 
attended now—for the last three months—than they had ever been, and 
things look very encouraging. There is, at this time, a prospect of the 
rapid construction of a rail-road to the capital of the state, which 
must greatly improve the business and increase the population of our city. 
To this we look with much hope, not doubting that our Church will receive 
its share of the increase of population. 

“Would to God I could say to you that we are able, henceforth, to 
sustain ourselves. But we have no more ability now than we had three 
years ago, having lost some three or four of our main contributors.” 


Joliet-—Rev. D. E. Brown. 


“Amidst the prevalence of that chastisement which our Heavenly Fa- 
ther hath seen fit to send forth throughout this land, the period has again 
arrived for addressing our report to the Domestic Board of Missions. - 
While the pestilence has smitten down its subjects on our right hand and 
on our left—we are spared—God in his mercy, both blessed us and guard- 
ed us from the attacks of the fell-destroyer, our family having enjoyed ex- 
cellent health through the season, for which His holy name be praised. 

“Yet the pestilence has been in our very midst, and has slain its thHous- 
ands. In Joliet, ina population of only fifteen hundred, over fifty have 
fallen victims to 1%. In Lock-port there have been but few cases, and fewer 
victims, yet enough to show us how frail is our hold upon life, when the 
Almighty ariseth in his anger. At Plainfield, there have also been a few 
cases of the pestilence; the deaths consequently through this region have 
been astonishingly multiplied ; in one instance, in an agricultural district, 
settled by foreigners, on the Kaukakee in this county, over two hundred 
have died out of a population of some five hundred. Through the whole 
country business has been very much deranged and broken up; many per- 
sons and families have removed, seeking more healthy regions, if peradven- 
ture that region might be found, which adds much to the floating character 
the population of the West has heretofore obtained. 

It would be supposed, that in the midst of these scenes of distress and 
death, which this pestilence has brought upon the community, the attention 
of the people would be awakened to the subject of religion, and in many in- 
stances that undoubtedly is the effect it has produced; but, with the great 
body of the worldly and irreligious, as the pestilence subsided, they re- 
turn again to their business, their pleasures, and their dissipations, regard- 


less alike of the judgments of God, and their spiritual and. eternal interest. 


Our services at Lock-port have been much more fully attended than 
usual, and our little church has frequently been filled to overflowing. Our 
congregation also at Plainfield has much increased during the season, 
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Mendon—Rev. J. Seutwoop. 


“I have not for a long season sat down to prepare my report with such de- 
lightful feelings as at the present time. With respect to that portion of the 
missionary field entrusted to my care, prospects are encouraging. 

“At Mendon, for a long season, I have had to labor under very discour- 
aging circumstances, as you are aware from my reports; but it is always the 
darkest the nearest the day, and I trust our darkest season has passed 
away. Already are there cheering circumstances with respect to this 
parish—the little band is united, peace and harmony reign, Christ and Him 
crucified is preached as the only foundation of the sinner’s hope towards 
God ; a considerable addition has been made to the parish, and one added 
to the number of communicants, with prospects of further increase both to 
the parish and list of communicants. One child has been baptized, and 
two deaths have occurred in the parish—the one an infant and the other an 
adult, a communicant of the church. 

“Thave spent regularly every other Sunday in Carthage; I have not yet 
attempted to form a parish there, as there are not the materials for it. I 
have regularly officiated twice or three times on each Sunday, when in gen- 
eral the congregations have been quite as large as could be expected. 
Sometimes the place which I use has been crowded. Many, although they 
do not call themselves Episcopalians, and are not connected with any religi- 
ous denomination, seem willing to attend the services of our Church, and 
are anxious that I should continue to devote one-half my time to this place 
for another year. I have thereforeengaged to do so, Divine Providence 
permitting, and hope in the course of the year to see several added to the 
Church. I have baptized one in this place. 

**On the last occasion of my visiting Carthage, after officiating there on 
the Sunday twice, I went to La Harpe, some fifteen or eighteen miles dist- 
ance, and officiated at candlelight. I am under the impression that this 
was the first time that ever Episcopalian Church Services had been held in 
the town. On the Monday I officiated twite and baptized four children— 
an Episcopal family, and but one residing in the neighborhood. I was ear- 
nestly entreated to visit the town again, and I purpose doing so, the Lord 
willing, on the next occasion of my being in Carthage. 

“ Tt affords pleasure to state, that during the past half-year I have not lost 
a single opportunity of reading prayers or preaching, on account of sick- 
ness or any other cause. \ 

«* As the Committee wish the Missionaries to make such statements from 
time to time respecting themselves, as may stir up the members of our 
Church to contribute of their ability towards planting the Church among 
the scattered members of our communion in the great ‘ West,’ I would 
make a statement of pecuniary matters; for alas! a Missionary in the 
West finds that he has need of bread to eat and raiment to put on, equally 
as much as any other person. ‘Sed 

‘“‘ My year ends with the last day of this month, and from my parish at 
Mendon I was promised for the year sixty-seven dollars and fifty cents ; but 
thus far have only received eighteen dollars and ten cents, and a great part 
ofthe remaining balance I never expect to receive. At Carthage I was 
promised forty-five dollars, and have received forty-three ; a great part of the 
remaining balance I do not expect to receive, the persons who subscribed 


it having gone to California. - f 
‘¢ Of the vast multitudes that come to the West few have the disposition 
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or the ability to establish and maintain religious institutions for themselves ; 
the older established portion of the Church therefore must render ass)stance. 
A very great portion of the whole territory and population have already re- 
ceived, or have yet to receive the beginning of their religious institutions 
from Missionary aid. Episcopalians, particularly in this state, live too far 
apart, and are too poor, except in the large town, and we have not many of 
them to maintain the institutions of the gospel, and by the time they 
might gain the numbers and ability, should they be left to themselves, they 
will lose their disposition and be lost to the Church,” 


California. 
San Francisco—Rev. J. L. H. Ver Meme. 


“ Your Missionary, after a most tedious voyage of seven months, arrived 
at San Francisco on the 12th of September last. He feels in duty bound 
to mention the Christian generosity with which the American, English, and 
other foreign residents of Valparaiso, aided him, unasked, in raising, in 
less than threé hours, over $666, to secure his passage in a more comiort- 
able way, on board another vessel. ’ a ii % a 

/ “On alot, beautifully situated, and generously offered by Christian libe- 
rality, ‘Grace Chapel’ is now in erection, which, in about two weeks, will 
be cpen for service, able to contain four or five hundred worshippers, with 
a parish school for the Church children ; whilst near the Chapel, a cottage 
is built and appropriated to the use of the Missionary family. 

“« The town of San Francisco has now about twenty-five thousand inhabi- 
tants, of nearly all nations in the world/ This population is of course very 
fluctuating, and offers, besides the most striking variety, the most remark- 
able instance of the influence of American institutions and habits. Ih no 
city in the world is there more, and in few, if in any, there is as much secu- 
rity for persons and property. #r he Sunday is very generally observed by 
going to places of worship, and cessation of business. And although the 
absorbing thought of the many be gold and money-making, yet there is a 
prevailing consciousness of the importance of religious training; and 
among the young men especially, a remarkable eagerness for promoting the 
Church’s interest, whilst. disappointment, sickness, and other causes, 
bring many under a very favorable influence. Very many young men have 
I, during the few weeks of my residence here, been enabled to encourage, 
to advise, and, I hope, successfully to direct to their eternal interests, who, 
having left their homes with the brightest hopes, came to California in search 
of gold, and found, I trust to God, more durable riches. 

“There is a great number of English and Scottish settlers, who, being 
nearly all Churchmen, and of steady habits, with numerous families, will, 
aA als cared for, become a most valuable part of the Episcopal popu- 
ation, 


‘There are nearly three thousand Germans, among whom I am now ga- 
thering a congregation, which promises fair. 

‘An effort has been made by some benevolent citizens to establish a sort 
of rotation service among the different denominations, for the sailors. This 
has proved a failure. I have taken to the primitive mode, of preaching in 
the squares, and hope to succeed in exciting interest enough among the 
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seafaring men themselves, for the erection of a temporary Seaman’s 
Chapel. 

‘* Besides these labours, your Missionary visits regularly the public and ~ 
private hospitals in this town, administering the comforts of religien to the 
sick and dying. In his Missionary capacity, he has officiated and preached 
forty-one times, administered the Communion four times, read the burial 
office five times. 

‘‘ In the present state of things, I am not sure that the appointment of a 
second Missionary in this town would be advisable, although very desirable 
to me, as I need not say that the salary of a Missionary is, here, entirely 
inadequate to the necessities of a single man. 

‘In Sacramento city, to be the second place in the state, with an increas- 
ing population of eight or ten thousand, I believe that a Missionary would 
be well received and supported. 

**'Thesame may be said of Pueblo, with a population of ten thousand, a 
beautiful climate, and now to be the seat of government. 

“ These points are assuredly more interesting than Monterey, which, com- 
paratively, is stationary. 

“ T have not been enabled to visit the mining region. In a month, I hope 
todoso, The result of the information I have received from reliable and 
various sources is, that, in my humble opinion, there would be, as yet, lit- 
tle use in establishing a Missionary station there. The mining population, 
now about twenty or twenty-five thousand, two-thirds not Americans, will 
shortly undergo a notable change. 

“ A large supply of prayer-books, testaments, and tracts, would be very ne- 
cessary in this distant region, with a population so rapidly increasing. My 
intention is, to sell them, which, among this population, can be done and 
ought to be done, and to remit the amount, or have it deducted from my 
salary. j 

“T request especially to receive one hundred and fifty German, and fifty 
French prayer-books, with a supply of German and French testaments and 
tracts. 

“ | would draw your attention to the usefulness of having the prayer-book 
in Spanish. Rey. Mr. Armstrong, British Chaplain at Valparaiso, has 
kindly supplied me with some printed in England, and I have found them 
useful among the natives, before whom we have ‘ to let our light shine. 

** Your Missionary is aware that this report, delayed one month beyond 
the prescribed time, is incomplete. But he begs you to remember that he 
is only five weeks in activity. I purpose, if it please the Lord, to send the 
Ist of January a more detailed information, such as may interest the Church, 
and be of use in your further measures.” 
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JHhielliigence.. 


SPASMODIC EFFORTS. 


Some of our friends express true and lively sympathy with the cause of our 
Domestic Missions, and confess it to be a glorious undertaking, and hope 
that the Church will respond liberally to ‘the sentiment of the ‘ earnest and 
thrilling appeal’ of the Missionary Commiittee ; but question ‘ the utility 
and effect of these spasmodic efforts to replenish the exhausted treasury.’ 
Thanks for every kind and well-meant suggestion! ‘They wili always be 
gratefully received and thoughtfully considered. But in the present in- 
stance, it is a mistake to speak of the Advent appeal and collection as an 
irregular and spasmodic effort. It was not so intended by the Committee, 
nor should it be so regarded by others. It is the ordinary regular time of 
. collection, and it is probable that the usage will not soon be abandoned. 
The same thing is done by the Foreign Committee, without any great exi- 
gency in their department. The appeal is but the stirring up to good 
works by a statement of facts existing at the very time. True, relief was 
very necessary, for the wants were peculiarly pressing, and thus material 
was given for an urgent application, and the more so, because if the defi- 
ciency should continue, the approaching General Convention might con-+ 
sider the present system a failure, and misjudge it. The plan of special 
annual appeal is in full accordance with the spirit of the Church and its 
observances. The cause of our Home Missions is to be remembered 
throughout the year, but it has one greater season and day. So, the Incar- 
nation, and Dying and Rising and Ascension of our Lord, are ever to be held 
in grateful memory, and honored by faith’s habitual improvement ; but each 
event claims its one memorable day. We are to be thankful every day of 
our lives, but once in the year the Church has her Thanksgiving Day. 
Just.as much as these are spasmodic is the Advent Appeal and Collection, 
and no more. The Domestic Committee unite with their friends in the 


sentiment of a general aversion to spasmodic efforts as unwise, exhausting, 
and liable to unfavorable reaction. 


Yet let it be remembered that there are times when even a spasmodic 
effort is wise, and even a necessity. Sometimes, we have to struggle for 
life, and to meet a criszs at almost any hazard; and when we have breasted 
the deep water, and stand on the safe shore, we may well feel that any after 
faintness and prostration are yet better than to have perished. An almost 
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unerring Instinct governs our natural movements in such cases, The in- 
stinct of the Church will, we trust, on like occasions, be as true and as ef: 
fectual, 


MORE HOPEFUL TIMES. 


Tue Advent Collections have been quite numerous and liberal, and much 
relief has been administered. Cheerful expectations are entertained for the 
future. ‘The New Year opens with happier auspices; our country health- 
ful—the general prosperity great—our Congregations multiplying—the . 
Church more awake to the interests of its Missions, and more cordially co- 
operating. ‘Thenceforth we hope the strong impulse will come not from 
looking back, but from looking forward ; not so much from the effort to re- 
deem our old pledges or relieve distressed Missionaries, as to move onward 
with the steps of a regular and healthful activity, proclaiming the exten- 
tension of the Church of the living God, the triumphs of His cause, and 
the free-will offerings of His people. 


MISSIONARY STATISTICS. 


An esteemed correspondent regrets that he is notable to state to enquiring 
friends, or to his audience, what our Domestic Missions have thus far ac- 
complished — how many congregations have’ been furmed—how many 

parishes successfully established—and how many have been baptized, con- 
firmed, and become communicants, under ministrations sustained or aided 
by the Missionary Fund. All with whom he is conversant are very much 
interested in the present reports of the Missionaries; but they would like 
to know the past. A large pamphlet, centaining such results, accurately 
made out, showing what each Diocese and each Station has received, with 
all other statistics, and important historical details, would unquestionably 
be a valuable book of reference. Few have any idea of the time, labor, and 
expense it would involve; but it would be a very useful document, for more 
purposes than one. It would remind Dioceses and Parishes, now strong 
and prosperous, of former assistance, largely rendered and long continued, 
in their period of necessity and weakness; and of the obligations of justice, 
gratitude, and kind sympathy, which rest upon them now, in their turn, to 
sustain the helpful cause, and to do kind service to the feeble: and it would 
be a treasury of facts, such as the pastors ofien wish to use, for edifying 
purposes, such as the laity may have frequent occasion to refer to. Those 
who have the Reports of the Board, and the volumes of “ The Missionary 
Record,” and “ The Spirit of Missions,” in possession, have all the mate- 
rials in their hands. In examining them, they will find, that every few 
years, numerous and valuable statistics of the kind have been collected and 
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spread before the Church—the preparation of which consumed months 


of time, and cost largely for the printing. After all this labor and expense, 
the Report and the Magazine meet their usual fate, and are laid aside and 
forgotten; and then, perhaps, in a year or two, comes up the complaint 
that none of these things have been attended to. 

The difficulty might, perhaps, be met by a pamphlet, combining all these 
results, and forming a permanent document, always ready for purchase and 
distribution, from year to year. This year, 1850, would be a very good 
-year for the first one ; and every tenth year a census might be taken, anda 
new one added. It may be, that one or two numbers of ‘ The Spirit of 
Missions” may be thus appropriated. : 

Meanwhile, we would say to all wio;.with our correspondent, wish for 
such information, in order to satisfy and stir up the children of the Church, 
to bear in mind, that, as a matter of course, the labors of so many Mission- 
aries must accomplish great good—that many Churches must have been 
erected and -established, many families blessed, many individuals helped 
most effectually in their spiritual pilgrimage—and that the Board of Mis- 
sious is the constituted and legitimate creation of our own great and gather- 
ed Church—and that, though unacquainted with such details, neither the 
intelligent mind, nor the dutiful heart, should halt one instant on that ac- 
count, in any approval of the cause, in any generous sympathy, or in any 
service or offering of faith and love. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Alabama.—Rev. G. F, Cushman, to Eufaula, from Oct. 1st, 1849. 
Mississippi—Rev. David Kerr, to Yazoo City, from Oct. Ist, 1849. 
Louisiana.—iev. A. D. McCoy, to Alexandria, from Oct. Ist, 1849. 
Arkansas.—Rey. Andrew Freeman, to Little Rock, from Oct. 1st, 1849. 
Culifornia.—Rev. R. Townsend Huddart has been appointed Mission- 


ary in that territory, receiving no salary from the Committee. 
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DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the following sums, from | 
the 15th of November to the lath December, 1849: 


MAINE. 
Augusta—St. Mark’s .........-... 39 00 
ot—Grace' Cn... = 55 acon oe er cac 5 16 
Gardiner—Christ Ch. ,...-.....-. 51 38 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
Goncord—St Paul's. 2.22. -.....: 10 7 
Portsmouth—St. John’s.........-. 47 00 
Do. Gentlemen—annual sub- 
SEMPLION. = Se ccz eases seas 18 00 
VERMONT 
Arlington—St. James’s.........-.. 27 40 
Bellows Falls—immanuel ., --.-.-- 25 00 
Burlingion—St. Paul’s...--......- 34 00 
Eas: i Fyultney—St. Jonnis. 2 5a5 <5 9 40 
Jericho—Calvary Ch., R. & S. C. 
Britta 7.o5> ests. 3 00 
Ruitland—Trinity. ,.---.......... 15 00 
Lal: ee aaa + tale Re 7 00 
Shelburne— Trinity..-...-......-. 1 28 
Welis—st: Ponisi, foes. eo 2 60 
Windsor—St. Paul's ..-.--sc.-0 aa AO OL, 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Portsmouth—St.Paul’s _......... 
CONNECTICUT.* 
Bridgewater—St, Mark’s..-....-. 3 00 
Fairfield—Trinity .-.-...-- 
Fairhaven—st. James’s 
Greenwich—T. Rod. ....-.-2-- 52 2 00 
Hartford—St. Jolin's......-..-.- 127 00 
A thank-offering....... ---.- 5 00 
Harwinton—Christ Ch..:........ 2 00 
Hunting ton—St. Paul’s....°.-. -- 6 00 
Kent—St. Andrew’'s.-.--....-.--- 7 00 
Meriden--St. Audrew’s.........- 10 00 
New-Canaan—St. Mark’s....... .. 10 60 
New-London—St. James's ....... 100 00 
New- Milford—st. Johu’s }......-- 10 50 
New-Preston—St. Andrew's... ...- 13 10 
North Guilford—St. Paul’s...--.- - 3 00 
vines apd Farms—Christ 
Se) Cee ee ee 25 
Bore fernpe ME neta pes AS 275 
Saybreok—Grace Ch. .........--- 5 38 
Sharon—Christ Ch.....-......-... 7 00 
Stamford—St. John’s....--.-.--- 21 48 
Stratford—Christ Ch..... Pee 28 52 
Washington—St. John’s.....-.--. 5 90 
Westville—St. James’s....---.-.- 15 00 
Wilton—St. Matthew’s....-....-. 4 50 


Winsted—St. James's. ..-.-...--.- 10 00 
Wolcott—All Saints’. ...-....---- 2 00 
Woodbury—St. Paul’s....--..---- 8 50 
NEW-YORK. 
Athens—Trinity Ch.-......-..... 3 00 
Brooklyn—St. John's...-.. ..---- 32 55 
MG Marie: . 6. cts<caa pales one 11 56 
Brool:lyn Hetghts—Grace......-. 50 80 
Cooperstown—T.K....-. ...:-.- 10 00 
Easichester—St. Paul’s...... ..-. 19 44 
Fort Edward—St. James’s....-.-. 1 79 
Harpersville—St. Luke’s.....-.-- 3 00 
Jaumaica—Grace Ch._.....--....- 45 10 
Little Neck—Zion Ch.....---.-.. 10 00 
Do. BiB Har Ii. 3 Jaeger 4 69 
Malone—St. Mark’s...--..-...---- 5 00 
Morristown—Christ Ch.....----- 6 00 
New-York—Ch. of the Asceusion, 
11 2, oS Re eee ee 200 
Do. Upiphany=. --< 2242.22. 19 27 
Do. Holy Evangelists......--- 14 55 
Do. St. Join the Baptist.-.... 5 50 
Gracei@ie. . no eae 260-00 
St. Clement’s, a Parishioner... ~ 3 00 
St. Mark’s offerings $...--.... 57 50 
St. Paul’s, a Member.....--.- 5 00 
St. Mhomus’s. 2-622 22 02 154 52 
Tithes of 1 Churchman....... 25 00 
Orange Co.—W. Little.--. ...-.. 2 50 
Platisburgh—Mrs E.8..---.. toane eo C0 
Poughkeepsie—Cirrist Ch.- - 75 78 
Rensselaerville—Trinity..-.---.- 8 00 
Reondout—Ch. of the Holy Spirit.. 3 00 
Hye—Chris ON. on 22-5 24uees 22 50 
Sandy Hili—Zion Ch. .-..-.------ 2 26 
Saratoga Springs—Bethesda Ch.. 21 40 
Sing-Sing—St. Paul’s....--.-..-- 42 00 
Tarrytown—Cirist Ch...-......- 21 81 
Troy—St. John’s. ...:2---------- 46 96 
Do. SOrsii..+25= 9 Se eee eee 32 50 
Do.for Rey iB) Woes semen 25 00 
St. Paul'é22.-.-222-s eee Peele Uti 
Waterford—Grace Ch.... ------- 10 00 
West Troy—Triuity..---.----+«. 10 00 
WESTERN NEW-YORK. 
Rochester—St. Luke’s.....--...-. 40 00 
DGphOla ROXAS, oc oa -anas a hiecs 16 38 
Dosfor Calle 3 eee <2 10 00 
Do;.for' the Jews... = 2 ccs ncks 33 62 
NEW-JERSEY. 
Belleville—Christ Ch. 4.-.---..-. 23 25 
Burling ton—St. Mary’s.......... IR 16 
Elizabethtown—St. Jobu's....---. 39 57 
Do: for Wisconsin... -.--.-..- 2 50 
Jersey City— St. Matthew’s...-..- 20 69 
Do. Ladies of the Congrega- 
NYE Ge ten Sam ae Hct Shc fev nay 10 00 
Mt. Holly—St. Andrew’s.....-.-- 40 00 
Newark—St, Matthew’s...---...- 119 
Pemberton—Grace Ch..-.<-....- 2 25 
De Ahora 15 


u/ 
15 


448 83 


1298 05 


* The acknowledgment from Derby, last month, should have read St. James’s, Derby, $22 00, St, James's, 


Danbury, $10 09. 
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Perth Amboy—St. Peter’s....-. -. 41 00 

Do. two Communicants....-.- 2 00 
Princeton—Trinity.-....---.---- 50 00 

Do. for Bp. Kemper..---...-. 50 00 
Rahway—St. Paul’s.-.--.-------- 1414 
Spotswood—st. Peter’s..-.-...-- 3 00 
Trenton—St. Michael’s..--.-.---- 25 00 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Brownsville—Christ Ch...---..-- 40 00 
Carbondale—Trinity ..----. : 
Holmesburg—Emmanuel Miss 


SVS OCIELY =o aiter ee onion are 40 60 
Honesdale—Grace Ch........ ---- 16 50 
Philadelphia—Ch.of the Ascension 10 00 

D0; SOS Oe. ae eee ee 7 00 
Glotia? DBIs: Soho anoees oe 20 00. 
Trinity, thank offerings of a 

i Re ee oseeicne ee anon 5 00 

Through the editor of the Ban- 
ner of the Cross....-.-...- 20 00 
Through the same, B.Z.R... 5 00 
AP arsiigquerc.. 0. ae ssa 10 00 
Reading—Christ Ch..........--- 20 00 
Sunbury—St. Matvhew’s..--...--- 27 50 
Wellsboro’—St. Paul’s...---..---. 700 
Wilkesbarre—St. Stephen’s...-.-. 25 00 
York—St. JOWw S2cc0e "> ene ae 30 44 
MARYLAND, 
Allegheny Co.—Emmanuel Par.... 25 91 
Baltimore—St. Peter’s...---.-.-.- 300 63 
St. MRIS. <5 o. c usc Uelod eae 4 00 
Baltimore Co.—St. John’s....-.-. 2 83 
RSG NOMVGS Sota orarcior joes wee) 33 00 
Chapel of the College of St. 

ANGEL = cet cinta actenen se 50 00 
Hartford Co.—Christ Ch...--...-- 5 40 
Talbot Co.—St. Peter’s.......... 31 00 

Do. a friend to Missions...... 20 00 
Washington Co.—St. Mark’s.....- 10 00 
VIRGINIA, 
Olarke Co.—Wicekliffe Par.....-. 30 00 
Lexington—Mrs. Hayden......-... 10 00 
Petersburgh—Grace.....-.-..-.- 2 00 
Richmond—Movumental Ch...... 58 73 
Do. from a poor member...... 15 00 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Chapel Hill—Chapel of the Holy 
Cross... 26 00 
Elizabeth City—Christ Ch........ 40 00 
Rutherfordton—St. John’s }...., 2 00 


GEORGIA. 
Macon—Christ Ch..-...-.-....2. 


FLORIDA, 
Key West—St Paul’s..-.....-... 


ALABsMA, 
Tuscumbia—A Missionary Station, 
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MISSISSIPPI. 
Marshall Co—St. Andrew’s...--.- 20 00 
KENTUCKY. 
_, | Lrankfort—Ch. of the Ascension.. 10 00 
343 50 Hopkinsville—Grace Ch., two la- 
ayes, for Cals... 2.26. 3 00 
Paris—St. Peter’s.....-.---.----- 9 00 22 00 
OHIO. 
Massillon—St. Timothy.......... 18 40 
Portsmouth—A\l Saint’s 4......--. 15 00 
Wakeman—St. John’s, for Dixon, 
Eteay 3 00 36 40 
ILLINOIS. 
Relea Or Bnd oe 3 oe <ienir tee me's ale 410 
Chicago—St. James’s.----..--.-- 18 00 
Collinsvillc—Christ Ch..--.....-. 1 50 23 60 
MICHIGAN. 
Ypsilanti—St. Luke’s.....- eecee 16 21 
5) 
i Be WISCONSIN. 
Mineral Point—Trinity Ch..--..-- 6 00 
Do. for Bp. Kemper's jurisdic- 
TO) ORG Sere ea Se ockwe 2 00 8 00 
MISSOURI. 
St. Louts—St. John’s....--.....-- 5 00 
LEGACIES. 
482 77 | Connecticut—From the estate of 
the late Mrs. Starr, of Mid- 
dletom $2 cose enti aoe 1520 77 
New-York—From tho estate of the 
late Francis Smith, of New- » 
OPE 04 oeaenns cece 500 00 
From the estate of the late 
Whitehead I. Cornell, of 
115 78 Brooklyn, being the second 
instalment on one thousand 
dollars..24.4.52-iecewerncese 100 00 
New-Jersey—From the estate of 
the late Samuel Voorhees, of 
Shrewsbury, $.--...1....-: 326 71 2447 48 
68 00 MISCELLANEOUS. 
1 Vine ees tae Sete ee eM 50 00 
50 00} A Friend to Western Missions, 
through the Rev. G. G. F..... 50 00 
Bi. .25-. son eee cae eee 3 00 
A Friend to Missions... ......-- - 1500 118 00 
20 00 ae 
Potala socs wecct LEME. Se $6241 14 
14 79 (Total since June 15th, 1849, $12,333 14.) 
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MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCR. 


ee SESESEaEEa—EEeEaEEeEeEeEe 


China. 
REPORT OF THE REV. PHINEAS D. SPALDING, 


Shanghai, 1849. 


Wednesday, March 22d.—To-day, the teacher of whom I have spoken 
above, and who was to write to his friends at Suchan, to get their consent to 
enter the religion of Jesus, showed me the reply which he had received. It is 
from an aged uncle of seventy-six years, formerly an officer under the 
government, but who nas retired from office. The teacher’s own father 
and mother died when he was about five years of age. He looks up to this 
old uncle as his guardian, with the respect and reverence due to a father. 
He gave me the letter at my request, a translation of which I here insert, 
thinking it will be interesting to many at home, as affording a little insight 
into the Heathen mind, and its adverse position to the Gospel of Christ. 
The following is a translation of the letter : 


* To my-nephew Tsy-Ngay, I write this letter, and give it to him to read. 
The written words of your letter, which came to me, say, you desire to en- 
ter religion. Now, to enter religion, is to forsake the duties we owe to a 
father and the emperor. [n our family for generations and ages, have been 
those, who are high in office, and have received the favor of the emperors, 
_and have handed down an unimpeachable name, and have thus been con- 

stantly retained in the rank of our ancestors. Moreover, on your own head 
‘ou have the emblems of rank, and around your own body you have the 
girdle of honor. (This last sentence refers to the button worn on the cap, 
as a mark of imperial favor. The degree of rank is denoted by the color, 
The girdle spoken of refers to one in which is set a precious stone.) 

“* Why is it, that you, in your heart, do not desire to read the books, and 
become intelligent and wise, and hope to rise in rank and attain to be a 
Mandarin. Then you can make somé returns of the emperor’s favor, in 
spreading abroad the glorious name of your father and mother. Still more, 
you will then be able to hand down power and a great inheritance to your 
own posterity. I do not want you to think about, or meddle with the prin- 
ciple of things. You say, if you enter religion, then, your soul will go to 
Heaven, and enjoy everlasting happiness. ‘These words are altogether er- 
~ roneous, and it is not right to treat them as real, because they have no 
proof. How can you take this present time, good things and happiness, 
and throw them away? At the present time, your being engaged in ex- 
plaining the books, does not compensate you, even not sufficient to nourish 
your family, and the amount, must needs be made up. ‘Therefore you 
must only instruct them clearly in the righteous doctrines, and not forget 
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your own high origin. If you will deceive yourself and not become intelli- 
gent; if you enter religion, and forsake your father and the emperor, you 
will certainly come to ruin. Besides this, you cannot any longer be num- 
bered among the posterity. of our family ; and you cannot receive the monthly 
allowance of the government. Truly think and see which is better, to throw 
away all these good things, or not to throw them away. 

(Signed, ) Yune Tine.” 


The date of this letter is written on the back of the envelope outside, and 
is thus: Suchan, first month, 24th day, reign of Tau-Kwong, twenty-ninth 
year. This corresponds with our {6th of February, 1849. The nephew 
or person to whom the letter was written, thought that his uncle’s condem- 
nation of the doctrine of the immortality of the soul was most too glaring, 
and needed some apology; so he said, he did not know, because he had 
never read the scriptures, and therefore he thought there was no proof. I 
gave him a copy of the Old and New Testament, with a Catechism and 
some other good Christian books, which he has sent to his old uncle, and I 
hope and pray they will prove a blessing to his soul, before he goes into 
eternity. 

Friday Evening, March 23d—There were one hundred and twenty 
present at the service. 


Sunday, March 25th—Morning congregation about eighty persons, and 
very attentive. This morning, during service, a very aged beggar woman 
came into the chapel, and walked to and fro, distracting the attention of the 
hearers, and much to my own inconvenience, when one of the congregation, 
a very respectable person in appearance, gave the old lady two cash, hoping 
that she would then go out, or sit down; but she continued to walk about, 
when the same person ran up, took her by the hand, and led her to the outer 
door, and returned himself and remained during the service. The evening 
was wet and dark, and I had only about fifty present. Among the number, 
I noticed several who were present in the morning. 4 


Tuesday Afternoon.—Engaged with the poor people. At the evening 
service between seventy and eighty persons present. 


Friday Evening, 30th.—A rainy night, and forty persons present. 


Saturday, March 3\st.—Attended the marriage ceremony of Chung- 
Chang and his wife, at the Mission Chapel; the service was in Chinese, 
and performed by the Bishop. It was that of the Church, translated entire 
from the Prayer-book. Chung-Chang is the eldest boy in the school, 
and was betrothed when .he was received by us. When the time 
came for the marriage, he told his parents he could not, after all the Chris- 
tian instruction he had received, worship Heaven and earth, which 
is part of the Chinese marriage ceremony With much reluctance, the pa- 
rents consented to his being married according to the rites of the Christian 
Church. The young man is not himself baptized person, and consequently 
there were no vows of renunciation of Heathen rites upon him. Taking all 
the circumstances into consideration, it was an interesting ceremony, and 
we pray that God will enlighten his Heathen mind until he shall become a 
decided follower of the Lord Jesus. Chai has contrived to read to me regu- 
larly, and has now nearly finished the reading of St. Matthew’s Gospel, with 
commentary. I trust at the end of this year, he will be prepared to receive 
the office of a Deacon in the Church of God, and exercise the same to 
His glory and the good of souls. I believe I have now given you an ac- 


. 
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count of all that has transpired in my field of labor, which would be of gene- 
ral interest to the Church. May it please God to call many more laborers 
into this field, over which you are set in the Lord, and bless you abundantly 
in the guidance of the work committed into your lands, is the fervent prayer 
of your obedient servant in the Gospel of Christ. P. D. Spatpine, 


JOURNAL OF REV. E. W. SYLE. 
Shanghai, China, 1848. 


Ath June.—Sunday. To-morrow will be the 5th day of the 5th month, 
Chinese reckoning, which is a season much observed among the common 
people, and for which they make much preparation. Consequently, few 
were found at the Chapel services to-day, though the streets were thronged 
with passers-by. Loads upon loads of green-rushes and herbs are sold in 
small quantities to each family, and thousands on thousands of charms, in 
the form of sheets of paper with grotesque characters written on them, are 
pasted up over the doorway or in the chief room: all this is to guard against 
evil spirits. So crafty is Satan, that he would make it seem as if he were 
divided against himself! 

7th.—To-day I finished reading a little Chinese book, on which I could 
willingly spend pages in commenting. It is the Primer of the Chinese 
Common School—a book written in clauses or sentences of three words 
each, and commonly mentioned in books on China by the title (a very blind 
one, as it seems to me) of the ‘* Three Character Classic,” or,-as others 
have it, ‘‘ The Trimetrical Classic.” As furnishing an insight into Chinese 
habits of mind, hardly anything can be imagined more instructive than 
would be a minute study of this little Primer. I have taken the pains to 
procure several editions of it, some with comments, others with the simple 
text; some with a running accompaniment of Children’s Verses, others 
with an attempt at illustration (!) by outline wood-cuts. But it is the sub- 
ject matter which has the truest interest for the Christian student, and it is 
this on which one might enlarge almost interminably. The first six words 
declare, that, ‘‘ as to Man’s beginning, his nature is radically, or originally, 
good.”* ; 

8th June—While occupied in looking for a site for our new Church, we 

came to a newly-built Temple, thronged by people of all kinds, and from 
‘various provinces, particularly that of Fokien. It proved to be the place 
where the canonized hero of Woosung receives his reward of posthumous 
honor. This is, 1 believe, the anniversary (Chinese reckoning) of his death, 
and will be celebrated by a six-days festival of incense, tapers and music. 
The presence of so many Fokien men, is accounted for by the fact, that he 
was a native of that province. 

The process of deification may be illustrated by this case. Suppose 
some future Emperor should desire, for any reason, to confer honor on this 
faithful servant of the Crown, he would promote him one or more grades 
of rank, and add to kis name some more honorable titles. This might— 
and not improbably wil!—be done by successive Emperors, until the simple 
naval commander of the nineteenth century becomes a ‘‘ Foe-repelling 
Mars,” or “ Wave-controlling Neptune,” of the ‘‘ Upper Seas.” 


*T find a better notice of this book than I could write, in Mr. Williams’ Bae 
published “ Middle Kingdom,” vol. 1, p. 428. In the same volume may be found muc 


excellent and reliable information as to the Chinese language and literature. 
¢ 


20 FOREIGN. [January, 


Let us hope, however, that long before such time shall come, close along- 
side of his gaudy shrine shall be built a simple Christian Church ; yea, that 
for every idol temple in this wicked city, there shall spring up a house of 
worship for the True and Living God. 

This is my ambition as regards Shanghai. In the place of every Hea- 
then Temple, a Christian Church, and under the wing of every church, a 
Christian School. I have this zeal concerning the Lord’s house, and I 
have a confidence, that He will bring even this to pass. Who from among 
the brethren now at home, will come out to build up, and preach in, those 
Churches? God give the word, that the company may be great! 


June 91h.—In pursuance of my intention of learning to read Chinese, in 
the order in which Chinese children do, | have been looking through, and 
‘to-day I finished, a ‘‘ Girl’s Instruction” book, written in clauses of four 
words each. ‘This little work* contains very many judicious remarks and 
rules for conduct; but nothing that teaches the springs of action. If one 
word could express the state into which the teachings of the book tend to 
reduce its female students, it would be ‘“‘ subserviency.” 


Sunday, June \tth.—Very wet weather, and a very small attendance on 
our services. 


June 13th.—Birth-day of Kwan-te, the Chinese God of War, Friend- 
ship, and Honor—one of the most popular objects of worship of the present 
day. He was a hero of the later Han dynasty, and would seem to have 
been really a man of very fine natural character. He it is whose shrine 
now occupies the site of a former Roman Catholic church, near the centre 
of the city. It is still called the Teen Tsu Dong. 


Trinity Sunday, June 18th.—By a special effort, the English Church, of 
which you have already heard some account, was made sufficiently ready to 
allow of Divine Service being celebrated in it. Accordingly, it was opened 
to-day; the Bishop took the ante-communion service, Mr. McClatchie 
preached, and I read prayers. My Chinese congregation was- not large, 
but gave, good attention to the Word spoken, 


June 19th—The workmen who*are engaged in finishing-off the school- 
house, appear to have hit on the idea of making a leisurely job of it—di- 
minishing the number of hands employed, and calculating on the pleasure 
of spending the hot summer in such a cool, pleasant situation. We, how- 
ever, have been also-making our calculations. directed towards the same 
agreeable result; in our case, not agreeable merely, but necessary for the 
health of both the teachers and the taught, in our now over-crowded school. 
So I have adopted to-day the plan of coming down here alone, with the 
purpose of taking possession of one after another of the rooms, and thus 
hastening, as far as I am able, the reluctant movements of the work people. 
It is not a very pleasant office to perform, but unless some one does it, there 
seems to be little prospect, this summer, of our getting actual possession of 
the premises for which we have been-looking so anxiously. 

June 2\st-—A distressing and troublesome ailment—caught, as we sup- 
pose, by contact with the Chinese—has so pulled down the strength of the 
Bishop’s little boy, William, that the poor child could not rally in the pent- 
up premises and stifling atmosphere of our Chinese houses. ‘To-day, ac- 
cordingly, the Bishop has brought him down to stay here awhile, and try 
what the change will do for him; so that there are two of us now in a@ po- 


* The same, I suppose, as that mentioned by Mr. Williams, Vol. 1, p. 454. 


. 
. 
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sition something like camping out—the Bishop attending chiefly to his 
poor sick child, and I incessantly urging on the lazy workmen. 

One who is accustomed to judge of the industry and skill of the Chi- 
nese, by inferences suggested by those elaborate, minutely-carved and 
highly-finished specimens of ivory-work’ or lackered ware, which are not 
uncommon at home, would be slow to believe how lazy, careless, and inac- 
curate the ordinary workmen of this district are. Many pages would not 
suffice to tell of all the foolish mistakes and troublesome blunders which 
every turn reveals to one who attempts the oversight of building operations 
here ; and it is hard to say which is hardest to bear with equanimity, the 
complacency with which a man will take his pipe and sit down to listen, 
while you exhibit to him the fruit of his 6wn carelessness and perversity, 
or the bad-made-worse expedients he -will hit upon for setting all right 
again. If a brick wall has been built crooked. it can be brought to an 
even surface by daubing the hollow places with muds if window-sashes 
have been made of di:ferent sizes, the glazier can cut each pane of glass 
to suit each place in the frame; if the floors are laid down uneven, two or 
three boys can be ‘set to work with hatchets to chip-off halfan-inch or so 
from the planks that stick up, &c., &c. And yet, in the midst of the al- 
most incessant fiult-finding for which their blunders give cecasion, it is very 
rare for them to get provoked; so thatthe very men, whom, perhaps, I have 
been taking to task pretty sharply during the day. will gather round me in the 
evening when I go out and sit down in their midst, and will ask me questions 
abont foreign custonis and the ‘‘ foreign doctrine,” with a most perfect for- 
getfulness of their ever having done anything | had the least reason to 
complain about. If they would take things to heart a little more, | should 
really feel there was more promise of doing good among them. It is hard 
for a Chinaman to think of truth and error as distinct realities; evidence 
is a subject he very imperfectly comprebends, and aboyt which he cannot 
be brought to care. ‘‘ If you think it is so, why then it is so,’’ 1s one of the 
commonest’ and most appropriate of their sayings. 

July \ith —To-day the scholarg re-assembled, after about a fortnight’s 
holiday, given them to allow time for svashings aud removals, and the 
school was re-opened at the new sclrool-house, very much to the gratifica- 
tion of all concerned, and amid feelings of great thankfuluess that the 
growing wants of our Mission had been so graciously and opportunely pro- 
vided for by our Hedvenly Father. May many, many souls be here led 
into a personal experience of that grace and spirit of adoption whereby 
they shall be taught to call the Lord their God—their reconciled Father in 
Christ Jesus ! 

Amidst the hurry and disarrangement attending the several removals, I 
have not kept anything but brief notes of the pas-ing events of the last few 
weeks. Mrs. Syle and our children came down here on the 5th, Mrs. 

.Boone, also, and her family, on the 14th. The lady-teachers and school 
apparatus at about the same time. here is little in such events that 
would be called “interesting Missionary intelligence” by our friends at 
home; and yet to us, who feel:that the change just made is from gloom to 
cherfulness, and from the threat of sickness to the prospect of health, and 
that therefore both our present and future usefulness has been greatly pro- 
moted by this improvement in outward circumstances—to us, who feel all 
this very vividly, few events could well have more interest to us, than the 
taking possession, “in the name of the Lord,” of a building, erected with 
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money freely and cheerfully given for His honor, and dedicated to purposes 
directly designed for the spread of His Gospel. 

Sunday, July 30th.—The removal of the school has enabled me to make 
some changes in the arrangements of our Preaching Tall; one of which— 
placing the pulpit where it can be seen from the. street—-has resulted in 
drawing in a greater number of passers-by. It is not easy, at all times, to 
hit the true medium between adopting such methods of giving notoriety to 
our doings as might make us disturbers of the public peace, and betaking 
ourselves to those habits of reserve and assumed sacredness, which are 
well adapted to inspire the common people of China with a superstitious 
awe with regard to us, but, at the same time, would keep us aloof from the 
people to whom we are sent, tend to foster a pride of superiority in our own 
easily-inflated hearts, and convey wrong impressions of the nature and spirit 
of the Christian ministry. In regard to this latter danger, we have a 
warning before us in the case of the Romish priests. in this country; if 
reports that reach us have any truth in them, a European priest does not 
permit a Chinese convert to sit in his presence, nor to speak, until first ad- 
dressed by his superior; moreover, he must pay reverence to the ‘“ Spirit- 
ual Father,’ by performing the Kowtow prostration, and address his 
Bishop by titles such as the Civil Mandarins are honored with. 

July 31st.—A gentleman resident here has given me $12. as.rent for a 
school-room, in which, to-day, | commenced a day-school; employing, as 
teacher, a man who comes to us professing a desire for Christian instruc- 
tion. Only two boys made their appearance, and they came with some re- 
luctance, the plan being to give the teacher a premium of one dollar a 
year for every scholar he obtains; this sum is about half the amount 
usually paid by the very poor for their children’s “‘ schooling ;” the teacher 
must look to the parents for the balance. 

August 2d.—\\y two little scholars have drawn off from the new day- 
school; the parenfS declare themselves unable to pay anything at all for 
them. 

August 3d.—We have found great difficulty in engaging a boat for a few 
weeks, from the men who inhabit the villige close by us. To-day I learned, 
that they much prefer going over ta the city landing places, and there 
waiting for the chances of being hired for some little opium smuggling 
transaction; this pays them better, and pleases them. more than steady, re- 
gular employment. . 

One little boy, covered with sores, came to the-day-school. Poor child! 
He was welcome to attend, since he had_ no school-fellows to infect; but I 
should have been glad. to bring him to our physician for cure, if our Mis- 
sion had been favored with one. 

August 4th.—My poor little school again! I fear it is not likely to suc- 
ceed on its present basis; and the people give me as a reison, that there 
are already native free-schools, where the children not only get their tui- 
tion, but an occasional present of ‘ cash,” as well as nailed shoes and um-" 
brellas for wet weather. 

August 5th.—Some days ago, the Reader of Discourses in the City 
Temple asked for his child to be vaccinated. I sent him to Mr. Lockhart. 
To-day he comes offering his services to me as a sort of amplifying inter- 
preter. ‘ You know ” he said to me, “ how clearly I explain the Imperial 
Homilies. Now, your preaching is too brief, and you say too many things ; 
and besides, it is unfinished, and not very clear. If I should stand by your 
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side, and say over again to the people what you preach, then they would 
_ understand. Would not this be well?” 

I sorrowed to think how true his description of my poor efforts might 
be, and thought the better of my candid friend for his rare plainness of 
speech ; but I declined his offer; the message comes better from sincere, 
though stammering lips, than through the smooth spoken medium of a hire- 
ling heathen. At least such is my judgment in such cases. 

Sunday, August 6th—Kept, by bad weather, so late, that Mr. Spalding 
had addressed the people and dismissed them before I could reach the 
chapel. 

Monday, August 7th.—The monthly meeting of prayer for Missions,was 
held at ‘Mr. McClatchie’s. Mrs. Syle set out to attend it, and was merci- 
fully preserved from serions injury, from an accident that happened on the 
way. As her sedan was crossing a narrow bridge, one of her bearers fell, 
and the sedan was thrown over into the stream below. Happily, the tide was 
out; and the banks being of soft mud, the concussion was not so severe 
as might have been expected. The frame of the sedan was, nevertheless, 
. broken to pieces. 

August 8th.—A large number of women from the neighbouring hamlets 
came crowding about the house to-day. One of them gave me the follow- 
ing reason for several of them being in mourning : 

Some weeks ago, two or three English merchants hired boats to make 
an excursion to Soochow, and some parts beyond. They went and returned 
safely, though, by their long absence, they had transgressed the consular 
regulations as to the limits allowed to foreigners. | Subsequently, however, 
I believe they were fined by their consul. The-four boatmen, however, 
who had carried them, did not escape so easily ; they were apprehended, 
carried to the Che Hven’s office, beaten, put in the Kanguwe, and kept pri- 
soners until about fifty dollars had been spent in ‘“ fees,’ or rather bribes, 
to procure their liberation. One of the men fell sick of a fever, and died, 
leaving an old mother, a wife and four children, in great poverty. 

By this specimen, the particulars of which are, I imagine, in the main, 
true, it may be seen what a hold the Chinese authorities have over foreign- 
ers, in checking their propensity to roam over the country. They kuow 
that it distresses us beyond expression to be the means of bringing China- 
men who serve us into difficulty, and therefore they treat such with the 
most cold-blooded cruelty whenever they get an opportunity; partly with 
the view of ‘‘ squeezing” money, through the sufferer, out of his foreign 
‘employer, and partly to deter us from a repetition of the “‘ offence !” 

August 11th.—Kept at home, for some days past, by a slight illness and 
inability to bear exposure to the sun. 

August 12th.—During dinner-time, a watch was stolen from one of our 
sleeping apartments. In such a case, I know of no redress—none, at least, 
of which a lover of justice and humanity can avail himself, with a good 
conscience. If I carry this matter before the District Mandarin, giving 
him the name of the party I most suspect, the first thing done, in all pro- 
' bability, will be to apprehend the party, and deat him as a preliminary to 
examination; or, if he cannot easily be found, his father or brother, or some 
other relative, may be imprisoned, and dealt cruelly with. If any foreigner 
chooses, through his consul, to press. a case of this sort, he is pretty sure 
of obtaining restitution; and I can easily conceive of circumstances in 
which it might become one’s duty to do so, notwithstanding the wrong 
which is liable to be committed incidentally. But, for my own part, 1 had 
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rather take quietly the spoiling of my goods, than thus go to law before the 
Heathen. 

Suda , August 13th.—Held two services in the Chapel. Some Romanists 
were present, and after the service they produced, as proof of discipleship, 
one a medal, and another a printed table of fast days, both in honor of the 
Virgin Mary; another proof, that what they preach most prominently is not 
the Gospel—not of the Blessed God, but of the Blessed Virgin. 

August 16th.—F lood-tides so high, and wind so violent, that the boat in 
which I set out was drifted and blown back to within a few rods of our 
house; thus prevented from holding the Wednesday evening service I 
have recently commenced. 

August \7th.—Mr. Spalding is sick to-day. His symptoms seem to 
threaten an attack of fever. 

August 18th—Received intelligence of the death of one of our Chinese 
school-teachers, from an attack of what seems to be malignant measles—a 
disease very prevalent here this summer. He leaves four little girls, some 


of whom, I have no doubt, might be brought into our girls’ school, if we 


had one. 

August 19th.—Mr. Spalding’s sickness has become serious, so much so, 
as to make his removal from the city, where he has been living, a neces+ 
sary step. He came down to the school-house to-day. 


Sunday, August 20th.—Of the two services held to-day, that in the 
evening was best attended, In the day-time, people from the country pass- 
ing by, come in and listen, frequently standing with their burdens on their 
shoulders, or their little purchases in their hands, while the ‘ strange 
doctrine” is declared to them ; in the evening, the neighbouring mechanics 
and shop-keepers come and sit down to give us a more patient hearing. 

Angust 21st.—Mr. and Mrs. Way, with their family, from Ningpo, and 
Mr. Dean, from Hong Kong, are to stay here, on a visit for health. 

August 23d.—Rather than not take advantage of an opportunity which 
seems to have been providentially afforded, [ have resolved to make the 
school at the South Gate a free one. The rent is paid, and the Bishop’s 
premium of one dollar a year for each scholar, is an encouragement to the 
teacher; current expenses must be met as best they may, from time to 
time, on this basis; six scholars are now under instruction. 

At the evening service, congregation numerous and attentive. 


Sunday, August 27th—Afternoon congregation only moderate; in the 
evening, more numerous and quite attentive. We meet with many things 
to remind us of the similarity of our circumstances, to those in which the 
first preachers of the Gospel must have found themselves in populous cities. 
The greater facility of gathering together our hearers in the evening, re- 
minds me of a fact quoted in thet interesting little book, ‘‘ PerramzaBuLon,” 
p. 26:—* We learn from an early historian, that in Achaia, in Thessaly and 
Jerusalem, it was the custom to go to prayers when the candles were light- 
ed; and likewise that, in Cappadocia, Cyprus, and Cesarea, the Bishops 
and Presbyters did not expound the Scriptures till after the candles were 
lighted.* 

August 29th.—In distributing the Communion alms to-day, which I 
have done. in Mr. Spalding’s stead, for the last two weeks, an attempt was 
\made to impose upon me by the use of the same ticket by two different 


* Socrates Schol, Hist. Notes to, Lib. v., p. 347. 
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parties—pains being taken’ to wait some little time between the two appli- 
cauions. ‘This fraud was attempted in more instances than one. - 

August s0th—The settlement of the affairs of 'Trinity,Church, on the 
basis first adopted—i. e., of paying for the building by sale of pews, and 
supporting the minister by an annual assessment thereon—has proved im- 
practicable, from more causes than it would be worth my while, in this. 
place, to recount. To-day the British members of the Foreign commu- 
nity had a public meeting, and resolved to make application to the go- 
vernment, under an act of Parliament. passed in the reign of Geo. IV., for 


. a grant of one-half the amount required, themselves subscribing one-half; 


ee 


thus the Church comes into connection with the British government, and 
the appointment of the Chaplain falls into the hands of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 

Chinese service in the evening, well attended. 

Sunday, Sept. 3d.—Our brother Spalding’s sermon, this morning, at 
Trinity Church, on ‘ Christ, the bright and Morning Star,” was one which, 
Tam sure, did us all good to listen to. The Bishop baptized his own 
infant, Thomas, and our little one, Elizabeth, immediately before the Com- 
munion service. 

My Chinese congregation, in the afternoon, rather small ; in the evening, 
more numerous. 

Sept. 6th.— W as present at the sitting of the Revision Committee ; they 
have advanced as far as the 9th chapter of St. Luke. 

This afternoon took place the funeral of a very estimable young man, 
whom we had known; his disease, a low fever. Attendance on the Chi- 
nese service not numerous ; a wet evening. 

Sept. 9th.—T wo pirate junks are reported to have been captured out- 
side; three of the crew killed, fifteen prisoners; all said to be very young 
men; they will most likely be all beheaded—a manner of death considered 
more disgraceful than strangling, because it dismembers the body. 

A large body of rustics gathered around Che Heen’s residence, and cla- 
morously demanded a remission of taxes for this year, on account of the 
inundation. About two thousand men, in a state of destitution, are said to 
be encamped on the “ Old Parade Ground.’ They are from the adjoining 
Province of Keang Se, and are proceéding, under conduct of proper offi- 
cers, to the several districts where they are allotted. At least, this is what 
we are told. 

Sunday, Sept. 10th.—The afternoon congregation large to-day ; that in 
the evening smaller. viet 

Sept. 1\th.—A good deal of sickness at present among our Missionary 
friends. Mr. Spalding,*Mrs. Wardner, Mrs. Milne, suffering in various 
ways. Mr. and Mrs Way, with their three children, now staying with the 
Bishop, all! down with measles. Much sickness among the Chinese, and 
much suffering also from destitution. 

Sept. 16th —Shattered hulls of pirate junks, recently captured, have been 
towed into the river; eight wounded Lorcha-men are now in Mr. Lock- 
hart’s hospital, and five bodies of pirates—all scarred and blackened— 
have been exposed on the river bank as a spectacle of horror to deter 
others from following in their evil courses. The trade of this city is said 
to have been materially affected this year by the existence of a numerous 
piratical combination infesting the whole coast. , 

Sunday, Sept. \7th-—Preached at the School Chapel in the morning. 


Afternoon and evening services well attended. 
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Sept. 18¢h.—The numbers of my little school at the Great South Gate 
have increased very encouragingly, though I have been so unfortunate as 
to scare away one of them to-day. I was told that he was sick, and with 
the instinct of an old Sunday-school teacher, I went to visit him. But I 
soon found the mistake I had made. The peopie of the house whefe he 
lived, barred the doors, and fled to the inner apartments, when they heard 
me knocking; and, even after I had gained admittance from an old man, 
it was plain that my coming was a terror, rather than a pleasure to them. 

Sept. 20th.—My subject of discourse this evening, was the parable of 
the mustard-seed. One man exhibited a most lively interest in the expla- 
nation I gave of the spread of the Gospel among the nations, and ‘of the 
growth of religion in one’s own heart. Another explained aloud that he 
“ believed it entirely ;” but alas, here, as elsewhere, ‘‘ believing,” speaking 
after the manner of men, means no more than yielding a polite assent to 
what is said. : 

Sunday, Sept. 24th—My hearers to-day unusually attentive. A man, 
evidently in very destitute circumstances, came requesting to be received 
as a believer; a believer in what he found it hard to explain, except by re- 
peating set phrases from the discourses he had been listening to. Cases of 
this sort are becoming quite common. 

Sept. 27th.—Received a present of ten dollars towards the support of the 
new day-school. 

Sept 28¢h.—Mr. Goddard, Baptist Missionary, has left Bankok, in Siam, 
on account of his own and his family’s feeble health, and is now here to 
make trial of this climate for the winter. 

Rev. John Lowder, and family, also arrived to-day., Mr. L. is the mi- 
nister who has been invited for Trinity Church. | 

Sept. 30th.— As I passed through the city to-day, I saw a woman sitting 
at a gambling-table. This is not common, though I have often seen wo- 
men, huddled up on settees, and bending over the little lamp by which the 
opium-smoker keeps his filthy, life-consuming orgies. There is a rhyme 
which I have heard among the common people, spoken in their local patois, 
that shows what some of them think of the practice. Before it can be un- 
derstood, however, I must mention two things to which allusion is made in 
it. One is, a custom which they have of placing a lighted lamp at the head 
of a corpse immediately after dissolution has taken place; the other is, a 
superstition that each man’s death takes place in consequence of a sum- 
mons from the Royal Judges of their Hades. The following is about an 
equivalent for the original doggerel : 

Who loves the opium’s baneful fume, 

Rushes, beforehand, to his doom, 
Ambitious to be dead; 

And ere the Judge's mandate cites, 


Beforehand, he the death-lamp lights, 
And puts at his own head.” ° 


Sunday, Oct. 1st.—Attendance at Chinese service small. 

Oct. 2d.—Dr. and Mrs. Faylor, Episcopal Methodists, arrived to-day ; 
another family of their company are detained at Hong Kong for the pre- 
sent. Both are intended for this place. 

Oct. 3d.—T he practical effect of the Chinese teachings on the subject 
of respect for ancestors, is very different, in many respects, from what 
would be imagined. To-day, in passing through the fields, I saw the 
bones of a human skeleton gathered together at one end of a decayed cof- 
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fin which was lying on the ground, and had been there most probably for 
many years. The recent flood seems to have swept the bones together in 
- way I saw them ; and in that way they were allowed to remain uncared 
or. 

How, it may be asked, does such a fact square with the common accounts 
of the reverence paid by the Chinese to the remains of the dead? In this 
way: when the parent of a poor family dies, all their resources are ex- 
hausted, and most commonly heavy debts incurred, in providing for the 
coffin, the grave clothes, and the expenses of a feast; and after all this is 
done, no more is accomplished than to provide temporarily for the repose 
of the deceased. The coffin is carefully closed up, cemented at all the 
seams, and, if possible, varnished; and then it is kept in some quiet cor- 
ner of the house, or laid on a little pile of brick or earth, out in the field. 
There it must remain, until a lucky spot for interment can be discovered 
or purchased, which—together with the attendant ceremonies—is a very 
expensive operation. Hence it often happens, that several individuals of a 
family remain for years unburied, and then a great effort is made to get 
them all disposed of at once. 

The little books of moral exhortations are full of remonstrances with 
children who quarrel about the interment of their parents—one saying, ‘I 
am the younger,” and another, ‘‘I am the poorer, brother’’—until the whole 
generation passes away, and it devolves upon the grand-children to bear 
the burden, now grown heavier by the addition of the unfilial disputants 
themselves. This wretched kind of family contest, I have reason to be- 
lieve, is not uncommon here, where every rood of the rich alluvial land is 
of value; but I imagine that where the people dwell in a sterile hill coun- 
try, one’s eye would not be so constantly pained with the sight of scores on 
scores of coffins uninterred. 

Oct. 5th.—Finished, to-day, the re-perusal of a little book of moral in- 
structions, which furnishes, [ suppose, quite a good specimen of the popular 
Chinese method of treating moral subjects. The materials of the book 
seem to have been left by their author much in the same state as Pascal 
left his ‘‘ Thoughts ;” and the editor seems to have followed his own judg- 
ment in arranging them. The work is divided into three heads :—Ist. 
What relates immediately to one’s self. 2d. Family duties. 3d. All more 
remote relations. Under the first head, the topics are:—a. Keeping the 
heart; b. Deportment; c. Words; d. Affairs; e. Books; f. Occupation ; 
g. Trade, ec. ; h. Husbandry and Weaving; i. Industry; k. Various cau- 
tions and warnings. Under the second head :—a. Duty to father and mo- 
ther; b. Ancestors; c. Father’s relatives; d. Younger brothers; e. Hus- 
band and wife; f. Indoctrination of boys; g. Teaching of girls ; h. Family 
affection. Under the third head, we have :—a. Neighbours; b. Distant re- 
latives; c. Friends; d. Acquaintances; e. Servants; f. Beneficence ; g. 
Love of all created things’ h. Punishment of crime; i. Providential retri- 
bution. : 

I have thus written off the index of subjects, for the purpose of showing 
that the people with whom we have now to deal, are not such semi-savages 
as some would represent them; and if I could present my friends with a 
translation of this little volume, it would speak for itself, by the practical 
good sense of many of its rules and remarks. A book which begins with 
the importance of “keeping the heart,” and ends with an appeal to the 
retributions of Providence, ought not to be considered contemptible; but 
alas, the absence of Divine sanctions to enforce the good rules laid down, 
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renders their teachings nugatory; their notion of man’s original goodness 
statts them off in a wrong direction; the belief in the transmigration of 
souls weakens their sense of responsibility in this life. Not knowing the 
true character of God, they know not how far they have wandered from 
Him; not knowing the Lord Jesus, they know not how to return. 

Sunday, Oct. 8th—Attendance at both services to-day small. 

Oct. 12th.—Much sickness prevalent at this time. Hardly one of our 
servants have escaped: Chinese doctors have been called in to attend to 
them, for we have no physician of our own, though our establishment 
numbers about eighty, and Mr. Lockhart’s strength is taxed to the utmost, - 
by the many and incessant calls made upon him. 

Oct. 13¢h.—Our next-door neighbour, an English merchant, remarkable 
for his florid health, died to-day of fever. 

Oct. 14th._—Mrs. Syle attacked with a severe sickness. Our little boy 
just recovering from measles. oa 

Oct. 15th—As I was returning from our preaching place, I saw two 
boys who drew my attention. ‘They were dressed as Chinese, but their 
Inxuriant brown hair showed them to be Europeans. I learned afterwards 
that they were the sons of an Irish mechanic who had been here; and 
who, though not in needy circumstances, had given them to the priests as 
being the best thing he could possibly do for thém. Protestant parents do 
not seem to find it so easy to part with their children for the service of 
Christ, as the more confiding Romanists do to give their offspring over to 
their church’s servitude, 

Oct. 16ti.—Mrs. Syle is now considered out of danger; her attack is 
believed to have been one of Asiatic cholera. 

Oct. 17th.—A boatman belonging to the village nearest to us, was caught 
by a rope in passing one of the foreign vessels, and dragged overboard. 
He sank immediately, and did not rise again, being weighed down, as was 
supposed, by some hundreds of copper “ cash” which he had in his belt. 
There was a great and mournful wailing for him—a wailing as of those 
without consolation and without hope. ; 

Sunday, Oct. 22d—The services to-day were well attended as to num-. 
bers, though not so orderly as usual; indeed, it is hard to keep a large 
concourse of these people quiet for half an hour together especially during 
prayer: they will listen to the discourse with tolerable attention, but pray- 
er, as a habit, is a thing so strange to them, that they seem to have no idea 
of themselves joining in it. On questioning my teacher, as to the ideas of 
his people about prayer, he says:—‘‘ It is not a regular, settled thing. 
Burning of candles and incense is considered prayer; when these are 
lighted, the worshipper bows to his God, and the thought of his heart is 
prayer. When a great worshipping takes place, the party who bears the 
expense, spreads out the meats and the wine before the idol, and then kneels 
down, while an attendant reads off a list of the offerings: this is prayer. 
Also, when the Badhist and Taouist Priests recite their odes and supplica- 
tions on behalf of those who employ them, it is considered prayer ; the idea 
of it all is, that of those two sentences in your Lord’s ‘Prayer, * Lead us 
not into temptation, ‘deliver us from evil’” This account is, | think, a 
correct one; and who can fail to see in it the essence and natural exhibi- 
tion of symbol worship, meritorious offerings, and vicarious masses. 

But the Lord is graciously visiiing the hearts of some of this people, and 
teaching them what it is to worship Him in spirit and in truth. This af 
ternoon our Bishop baptized, in the School Chapel, one of the oldest of 
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our boys, by the name of Trhu Kiung. He is a native of Soo Chow, and 
was brought to the school by an English merchant, who was himself. bap- 
tized but recently. (See Journal, 30th May, 1847.) Of the lad’s religious 
- history, IT cannot say much, seeing that his instruction, has not-devolved 
upon mre; but the Bishop’s mind is satisfied as io his sincerity, and we all: 
rejoice over the exhibitions which we see of the work of grace which has 
as we confidently hope, been begun in his heart. ' 


Oct. 25t.—1 am told that there are four native free schools in this 
city; two I have myself seen; the others 1 have not yet discovered, though 
I intend to search them out. 


Sunday, Oet. 29th.—Owing to the unsettled state of the affairs of Tri- 
nity Church, Mr. Lowder has refrained from oceupying his own pulpit till 
to-day. ‘This morning he preached un excellent sermon from Acts x., 29. 

My Chinese congregation was numerous and attentive. 


Oct. 30th.— Being anxious to get a good uniform versicn of the Gospels, 
in the local dialect, all the members of our own and the English Church 
Mission assembled, at Bishop Boone’s suggestion, in his study, and brought 
together the various translations we had each severally made for our own 
use, together with one already published from the press of the London So- 
ciety, We hope, by a comparison of all these, to be able to compile one 
which shall be easily understood by the people. 


Nov. tst~—-The day appointed for holding a jubilee of the Church 
Missionary Society. A large meeting of Missionaries Jocated here, from 
various Societies, both English and American, took place at the Rev. Mr, 
Farmer’s house. ' 


Nov. 5th.—The Holy Communion was administered for the first time in 
Trinity Church, this morning. My Chinese congregation was numerous 
and attentive. Mr. Spalding’s services are alsu very well attended. 1 have 
omitted to mention, that some short time since, (19ih Oct.,) we made a re- 
adjustment of our respective duties. The Bishop takes entire ¢harge of 
the School Chapel Services. Mr. Spalding is now qualified to assume the 
charge of the preaching place in the house where he lives, and I assist him 
by taking one service on Sunday, while the rest of my out-door efforts are 
made among the villages in the neighborhood of the School-house. 

Nov. 6th.—As 1 passed through the streets, 1 saw men carrying off for 
burial the bodies of two beggars, who-had died during the night. To have 
flung them, like dead dogs, in the canal hard by, would have been almost 
better than the way in which they were disposing of them. Rolled up in 
sirips of filthy matting, and tied round here and there with ends of rope, 
gathered up by the way-side—the wretched, half-stiffened corpses were 
slung up across a rope, and carried off by two coolies, swaying about at 
every step their bearers took. 

It was with a heart-sick feeling that I endeavored to tell the by-standers, 
that so must we all die; and after such a scene, it was like enjoying a 
foretaste of Paradise to attend the meeting for prayer which was held this 
evening at Mr. Milne’s. But-for prayer and communion with our brethren 
and with the God and Father of us all, how could our hearts be sustained 
in the midst of heathenism ? 


Sunday, Nov. 12th—Congregation to-day pretty numerous, and quite 
attentive ; one old woman applied for baptism. On my way home through 
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the city, met many foreign sailors making purchases—not a few of them 
drunk. 


Sunday, 19th Nov. 1848.—This is the third anniversary of my arrival at 
Shanghai, and must not pass without a special notice,, The uppermost of 
all the regrets which spring up on my taking a review of. the time I have 
been permitted to spend here is, that | have made such very poor progress 
in learning to read. My idea concerning what is generally to be consi- 
dered attainable in regard to the Chinese language, is this: at the end of 
one year, a new-comer should be able to converse intelligibly and usefully 
on the simple topics of religion ; at the end of two years, he should be able 
to préach publicly in the local dialect; and at the end of three, to read the 
ordinary books. In attaining this last stage of advancement, I have failed 
decidedly, and have little hope of reaching the point specified in less time 
than another twelvemonth. This is to me a very lamentable fact; but I 
know of no remedy except perseverance, and a greater attention to books 
than I have hitherto given. 

Let me not, however, give way to lamentation, for many and great have 
been the blessings of the three years now past. Exemption from sickness— 
of myself entirely, and of my family to a very great degree ; great freedom 
of access to the common people; my “liberty of prophesying”  unre- 
stricted, and a fair prospect that so it will continue to be. As a messenger 
of the Church, what more could I wish for ? 

To-day has been spent much as former Sabbaths were. At nine o’clock, 
public service in the School Chapel. At three, service and preaching at 
the S. E. Station, now considered as Mr. Spalding’s. There I examined 
and instructed the scholars of my little free-school at the Great South Gate, 
and visited two old women just now on the sick list. One of them was 
afraid that she had sinned against ‘‘ Yasoo,” (Jesus) by not fasting from 
meat, because some fish which she had eaten had disagreed with her ; the 
other professed to believe that ‘*‘ Yasoo” had heard her prayers for relief, 
because the pain she had in one of her limbs had subsided, and nothing 
but a stiffhess remained. It is hard to tell what we should think of such 
unaccustomed exhibitions ofa kind of faith in that blessed and holy name ; 
who shall say that there is no work of the Spirit in such cases? 


20th.—Early this morning [ went over to the little village which lies 
just across the stream from us, to find out the reason of a commotion which 
had disturbed us yesterday. While some of us were at morning prayers, a 
sudden and tumultuous tramping across the bridge was heard, and a crowd 
of men was seen carrying hoes and sticks. They went deliberately to one 
of the small houses in the village, and began beating in the roof and pul- 
ling down the walls. The little building being brought into a state of half 
ruin, they tramped back again over the bridge, and dispersed in a tolerably 
quiet manner. Being Sunday, and learning from our servants that it was a 
matter of not much consequence, I made no further inquiries at the time; 
but this morning, as I have mentioned, I went across to see and inquire for 
myself. It proved to be a case of summary infliction of punishment for 
adultery. The relatives of the. woman concerned, first pulled the house 
dawn about the ears of the guilty man; and then the whole case is to be 
reported, as they say, to the Mandarins. "I did not care to make any parti- 
cular inquiries, considering the nature of the circumstances, although I 
confess I felt curious to know how such outbreaks are tolerated under a go- 
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vernment which reckons popular commotion among the most serious crimes, 
T suppose, however, that the principle of making the kindred of any one 
responsible for his or her ill-conduct, furnishes the key to the anomaly ; 
they are not willing to appear before the Mandarins until they can say that 
they have done all that in them lies to clear their skirts of the evil-doing. 


Tntelligqence. 


Curna.—As this number is going to press, advices from the China 
Mission have come to hand. We make the following extract from a letter 
from Bishop Boone, dated Shanghai, September 6th: 


“ T write in a very sad mood ; under very sad circumstances. Our dear bro- 
ther Spalding has left us, with health so impaired as to leave us no grounds 
to hope that we shall ever see him in this world again. We scarce venture 
to hope that he will be spared to reach you, he has latterly sunk so rapidly. 
It was most sad to take leave of him—to feel that he was going away alone, 
to be among entire strangers, none of whom, perhaps, will know anything of 
the precious promises of the Gospel, to minister comfort to his fainting 
spirits, when disease brings langour and distress upon him. Jt was most 
sad to send away from this field, crying out for Gospel labourers, one 
who had shown so very peculiar adaptedness for the work—who had al- 
ready met with so much success in its prosecution. But it is the doing 
of the Lord of the harvest; it must be well. Should my dear brother 
live to reach you, I know he will be treated with the greatest kindness 
and consideration by yourself and all the members’of the Committee. In- 
deed, it becomes us to hold such in reputation, ‘ for their works’ sake.’ . 

“« Since I last wrote, we have lost one of our scholars, a lad of sixteen, 
named Amoo. He died in peace, with a full assurance of pardon and sal- 
vation, through Christ. Miss Jones has written an account of his case to 
the Sunday School of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, whose beneficiary 


he was. 


—_—— 


Sartinc or Missronaries.—The Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Hening, and Miss 
Martha Williford, sailed from Providence, R. IL. for Cape Palmas, West 
Africa, in the brig Smithfield, on Monday, the 17th December. ‘They were 
accompanied by the Rev. Elie W. Stokes, a colored clergyman of the 
diocese of Rhode Island, who has been appointed a Missionary to Africa, 
by the Foreign Committee. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Foreign Committee ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the following sums from 
the 15th November to the 15th December, 1849: 


MAINE. 


Portland—St. Stephen’s Sunday- 
School, Aviri¢ay. s2a< see cme 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Providenve—St. Jolin’s Ch., Ladies’ 
Philanthropic Soe., Africa... 


CONNECTICUT. 
Brookfield—St, Paul's Ch. --.-.--- 7 00 
New- Haven—Trinity Ch. 4 1, Ogee 50 00 
New Milford—st. John’s, z- ------ 10 50 
Stratford—Christ Ch...---..----- 15 12 


NEW-YORK, 


Bedford—St. Matthew's Ch., for ed. 

of Matthew Patridge, China. 25 00 
Deihi—Charies Marvine, Esq, 

RSPOGER Poses «otc toats alte 5 00 
Newtown, L. I—St. James's Ch. 

8S. 8., for Africa, $2 63; 

three little children of do. 


for Africa, $2 62.......---. 5 25 
New-York—Ch. of the Ascension, a 
mite for Africa....-........ 3 00 
' St. Mark’s Ch.4...- 587 30 
Family Mite Box, $6 50, “$5 12, 
SL00, BI 00a she es) 18/62) 


WESTERN NEW-YORK. 


Buffalo—St. John’s Ch., a Commu- 
WICH, Ss tap sacle tee ete. 10 00 
Rochester—Si. Luke's Ch......... 50 00 


NEW-JERSEY. 


Berkeley—St. Peter's Ch., for ed. 
ot Hirain R. Harold, Africa, 


annual payment. .--..-....- 20 00 
Elizabethtown—St. Johu’s Ch... . 738 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Holmesburg—Emmanuel Ch., Miss. 
BGeeasrh- = Sacede ae ook SiSE 5 00 


Philadelphia—St. Luke’s  Ch., 
$161 85; do. for Constanti- 
moplergo 00. >) eiehicck ee ee 166 85 


MARYLAND, 


Washington, D, C.—Trinity Ch., 
children of the Sunday- 
School, toward the erection 
of the Chureh of the B piph- 
any, for the is Atri- 
eans at Cavalla, Cape Pal- 
mas, under the charge of 
the Rev. John Payne....... 50 00 


9 00 


50 00 


109 12 


60 00 


27 38 


181 85 


Frederick—Zion Parish, Miss E. 


Howard, Greece... ..-.... 1 00 
Wickliffe Par., K. Nelson, « 
Grepoere. ss32c<2. secre ee 1 00 
Rey. R. W. Goldsborough, $.. 5 00 57 00 . 
VIRGINIA. 
Halifax Co.—Roanoke Par..-- --- 15 00 
A Jitule girl five years old..--. 50 


Winchester—Christ Ch., Sewing 
~Soe., for ed. Lucy Balmain, 
Afiteal,...veceeuetc «eo eneee 20 00 
Do. Mrs. Williams, fored. of F 
Robert Williams, Africa... 20 00 55 50 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
Elizabeth Ciiy—Christ Ch....... 20 00 
Rutherford—st. John’s Ch.....--- 200 2200 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Charleston—St. Bartholomew’s Par., 
tor Africa, $20: 00 ; two little 
girl's Heathen Bank, of same 
Parish, for Arrica, $2 00.... 22 00 


Mon. Miss. Lec., Nov 


Edgefield—Trinity Ch........--- 
Richland Dist.—Ziou Ch., Africa.. 7400 117 90 
GEORGIA, 
Macon—Mrs. Munroe, for ed. of 
Blanche Muuroe, Africa. .... 20 00 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Canton—Coloured Congregation 
APiCa yo cand teat meee * , 2 45 
ILLINOIS, 
Collinsville—Christ Ch. }........ 1 50 
MICHIGAN, 
Detrovi—" Signia "}. eoe ee kieae 4 00 
MISCELLANEOUS, : 


Through Rey. Dr. Tyng, Mrs. Ann 
C. Smith, for Mrs. Payne, Af- 


LEGACIES. 


Connecticut—From the estate of 
the late Mrs. Starr, of Middle- 
COW, demon smiec one ae wees. 1520 77 
New-York—f rom the estate of the 
late Francis Smith, of New- 
ROEM sr dee gees oereke mnacc re 500 00 
| New-Jersey—From the estate of 
the late Samuel Voorhees, of ; j 
Shrewsbury, $.........- so oee ee 326 V1 2347) 48 


Pothl)- sca bby. wit < tell eaeeoeeenpe ey 
(Total since 15th June, 1849—10,981 75.) 
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